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Submission to the Review of the Universal Access National 

Partnership 

 

SDN Children’s Services (SDN) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Review of the 

Universal Access National Partnership (the Review) as both a children’s services provider and 

as an advocate for access to quality early learning.  

Governments and the community agree that quality early learning is vital for Australian 

children to succeed in education and beyond, while also facilitating workforce participation 

for families.  

SDN founded the first long day care centre in NSW in 1905 and from the beginning we 

have ensured quality care and quality education go hand in hand. Given our long history as 

a proud advocate of integrated care and education for young children, our submission will 

focus on our key concern – that all children deserve access to quality early childhood 

education before they begin full time school, regardless of family situation or the setting in 

which it takes place. The quality of educational programs should not be compromised by 

whether a child’s parents are engaged in the workforce, and preschool programs integrated 

into a long day care setting should be held to the same standards as stand-alone 

preschools.  

Our submission responds to the objective to assess future arrangements to maintain and 

improve the benefits already achieved and the benefit of pursuing any new objectives, 

outcomes or outputs, and to question 5 regarding future national policy on preschool. 

SDN knows that the families choosing to send their children to our centres have the same 

desire for their child to have a quality education to prepare them for school and beyond, 

and we strive to meet these expectations. However, there is a common misconception 

among the community that stand-alone preschools offer the best preschool program when 

the reality is that in NSW regulations have long meant that preschool programs in either 
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long day care or community preschool setting must be led by a degree-qualified early 

childhood teacher.  

We also know that differences in quality of educational outcomes for children are not based 

on the hours of operation but other factors including:  

• The needs of individual children and challenges they may experience such as disability, 

developmental delay, trauma history and language difficulties;  

• The level of education of parents, family income and other socio-economic factors;  

• The investment in staff and educational programs by preschool and centre operators, 

including professional development for staff; and   

• The level of support for inclusive learning environments and the needs of all children.  

SDN has long advocated for governments to fund qualified teachers in long day care in 

order that working families could access the same quality of education for their child before 

starting school as offered in preschool settings with shorter hours. The success of this early 

advocacy meant NSW was a leader in having high expectations for quality early education 

regardless of setting.  

SDN runs quality preschool programs in each of our 21 long day care centres and three 

community preschools. We have always believed in the need for qualified teachers in early 

education in order to ensure the best educational outcomes for children and to prepare 

them for attending school, alongside the need to support choice for families and workforce 

participation, especially for women. The hours of operation of early learning settings should 

not affect the quality of education and yet this is the key distinction between stand-alone 

preschools and centre-based care which has led to different systems for funding.  

In NSW, long day care typically operates for longer hours than stand-alone preschools. 

Stand-alone preschools do not accommodate the needs of most working families, especially 

in Sydney, where the high cost of living often requires both parents to engage in full time 

work. Figures from the ABS show that in 2019 in one quarter of couple families with the 

youngest child aged 0-4 both parents worked full time, and anecdotal evidence suggests 

that this rate is much higher in Sydney where housing and cost of living pressures are 

higher.  

SDN’s portfolio of centres includes historical centres such as Paddington (opened in 1924), 

newer centres in areas of population growth such as Milperra, our autism specific preschool 

in Rooty Hill and several centres in regional areas. The population profile includes families 

with relatively high disposable incomes as well as families struggling to meet the cost of 
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living. We prioritise vulnerable and disadvantaged families and enrol many children with 

challenging behaviours that have been turned away by other providers. Therefore, the 

profile of children in our centres is often more diverse compared to neighbouring centres 

and our staff require additional training and support to manage the needs of children in 

their care and to support their learning.  

As a not for profit operator driven by our vision for a world where all children thrive, SDN 

invests significantly in our staff and learning environments in order to support all children’s 

wellbeing, learning and development in inclusive environments.  

When determining the future funding arrangements for preschool education beyond the 

National Partnership Agreement on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education it is 

essential that preschool programs within long day care are included in the definition so that 

all children can benefit from quality preschool education.  

SDN appreciates the opportunity to contribute to the Review of the Universal Access 

National Partnership. As a member of the Early Learning and Care Council of Australia 

(ELACCA), SDN also supports the recommendations of ELACCA as outlined in their 

submission to this review.  

For further information or to discuss the issues raised in this submission please contact Kay 

Turner, CEO of SDN Children’s Services, on 02 9213 2411 or k.turner@sdn.org.au.   
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